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PRESENT 

Chairman 
Paul Entwistle 
Councillors:
Pauline Bamber
Maureen Entwistle   
Daniel Guise




Martin Stewart

John Green
Barry Probin


County and City Councillors:


Sue Whittam, Stephen Whittam

Mr Dave Mills (Parish Clerk)

23 members of the public as detailed on the attendance log.

1 APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillor Matthew Greaves. 
2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17 March 2025. 
24/25 110 The Chairman signed the Minutes as a true record. 
3 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
No interests were declared.

4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Public participation focused on highway matters.

The public expressed some confusion about the role that LCC Highways may take in the development of the Catforth scheme going forward.  The public and councillors have received different verbal messages about the role highways may play and this was not clarified in the written communication provided before the meeting.  The Parish Council will seek to clarify this position with Highways.

Residents expressed the view that the proposed working groups should have resident input.  It was noted that the councillors themselves are residents and have been voted onto the Council to represent the residents.  It was though agreed that a mechanism to provide further resident input would be helpful.

The current situation is difficult as the Parish Council is trying to be proactive to prevent a possible accident due to speeding through Catforth, rather than responding to accidents that have already occurred, where the case is compelling.

5 CATFORTH TRAFFIC CALMING
24/25 111 The Council resolved to set up a Working Group to progress Catforth Traffic Calming.

The working group will have a budget of £2,000 with a membership as follows:

Paul Entwistle

Maureen Entwistle

Daniel Guise

John Green

Dave Mills – Parish Clerk

It was agreed that the working group would meet in private but could have public participation sessions to allow input and feedback from local residents.

MIN 24/25 112 The Council agreed the terms of reference for the working group, which are appended to the minutes as Annex 1.
6 JUNCTION BETWEEN NEWSHAM HALL LANE AND WOODPLUMPTON ROAD
A safety assessment professional from LCC Highways visited the junction between Newsham Hall Lane and Woodplumpton Road.  The assessor had concerns about the safety of the footpath around the junction and agreed to discuss the issue with Highways senior management and provide feedback.
7 HAYFIELD PARK PLAY AREA
24/25 113 The Council resolved to set up a Working Group to progress the     consideration of the Hayfield Park Play Area.

The working group will have a budget of £2,000 with a membership as follows:

John Green

Martin Stewart

Pauline Bamber

It was agreed that the working group would meet in private, but would feedback any conclusions to residents before a decision on how to proceed is made by the Parish Council

.

MIN 24/25 114 The Council agreed the terms of reference for the working group, which are appended to the minutes as Annex 2.
8 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 31 March 2025 
MIN 24/25 115 The Chairman confirmed the parish account statement has been verified with the End of March bank statements. (Docs attached)
The End of March Balances were:

Current Account    £36,041.63
CCLA Account      £375,000.00
9 YEAR END FINANCIAL OUTTURN
MIN 24/25 116 The Council considered and approved the 2024/25 year end financial outturn.

A VAT reclaim for £7,362.36 has been submitted to HMRC.

The income from Precept, Investment interest and VAT reclaim is sufficient to meet the approved budget for 2025/6.

10 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS 28 April 2025
Members are requested to note and approve the following accounts already paid after the September meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	March/April Payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Viking (envelopes and Printer Cartridges)
	Viking
	£351.97
	Ref 1

	Viking Files and Folders
	Viking
	£29.99
	Ref 2

	Lengthsman Weeks 51-02
	Lengthsman
	£1,520.00
	Ref 3

	Lengthsman Moss Killer
	Lengthsman
	59.99
	Ref 4

	Lengthsman Garden April
	Lengsthman
	£300.00
	Ref 5

	NALC/LALC Membership 25/26
	NALC
	£777.58
	Ref 6


11 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

MIN 24/25 117 Members approved the following accounts for payment
	Pension contributions clerk April 2025
	£64.86
	DD
	Ref 7

	Clerk Salary April 2025
	£814.07
	BACs
	Ref 8

	HMRC PAYE 
	£595.49
	BACs
	Ref 9

	Employer National Insurance
	£154.44
	BACs
	Ref 10

	Newsletter Delivery
	£224.40
	BACs
	Ref 11

	Parish Rooms Rental 28 April
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 12

	Card Payment April
	£1363.12
	DD
	Ref 13

	LCC Hoyles Lane Roundals
	£1,357.00
	BACs
	Ref 14


12 ADDITIONAL LITTER PICKING

After a discussion with the Lengthsman it was agreed that the litter picking requirements could be accommodated within his 19 hours per week allowance.  It was agreed that the situation would be monitored for the next 6 months and reviewed in the Autumn.
13 THE ORCHARD PLAY AREA
This agenda item will be held over for the next meeting.
14 BOXPHISH TRAINING
MIN 24/25 118 Councillors and the Clerk agreed to undertake Boxphish training, which is being offered free of charge by the City Council.

15 SPEEDING ON THE EAST WEST LINK ROAD
The council expressed concern that the East West Link Road is a new road which has been recently installed, yet there is an immediate issue with drivers exceeding the speed limit.  The council would have expected a new road to have been designed with compliance with speed limits in mind.

2 surveys of the speeds on the East West Link Road have been conducted, which it is believed show differing levels of speeding.

MIN 24/25 119 The Council requested that the Clerk obtains copies of the speed data for both trials from LCC Highways
Once we have this data the Council will consider next steps
16 2024/25 END OF FINANCIAL YEAR - INTERNAL AUDIT REQUIREMENTS 

MIN 24/25 120 The Council reviewed and approved the following documents.  

Internal Audit - Terms of Reference 
A. Risk Management Strategy 

B. Risk Management Register 

C. Asset Register and maintenance checklist 

D. Internal Audit Checklist 

MIN 24/25 121 Members approved the appointment of Sue Edwards (Clerk from Coppull Parish) as our internal auditor. 

17 EFFORTS TO SUPPORT THE AREA OF EAVES
The Parish Council agreed that is was reasonable to include Eaves in its current efforts to improve the Parish, which have included Bins, Benches and Planters.  
MIN 24/25 122 Members agreed that the Chairman and Clerk would contact the resident to understand their thoughts.
18 WARDING ASSESSMENT

Electoral Services have agreed that a meeting can be arranged after the County Council elections.
19 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
MIN 24/25 123  Members approved the delegated comments for April 2025 

20 PLANTERS AROUND THE PARISH
The planters have now been received and look really good.  Work will now commence to locate the planters around the parish and to select suitable plants.
21 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION
MIN 24/25 124 Councilors noted that the donation of £2,000 to the Woodplumpton Fete is included within the budget and can therefore be paid upon request.

A CIL payment for April 2025 of £43,464.91has been received from Preston City Council.

MIN 24/25 125 Councillor Guise will write to PCC about the difficulties experienced by Parish Councils in assuring that all CIL due has been collected by PCC and the required proportion then distributed to Parish Councils.
22 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 19th May 2025 at 7.00 in the Parish Rooms. 
END
Annex 1

Terms of Reference

Catforth Traffic Calming Working Group
Membership

Paul Entwistle

Maureen Entwistle

Daniel Guise

John Green

Dave Mills – Parish Clerk

In the consultation conducted by the Parish Council, a significant majority of residents in Catforth Village expressed concern about vehicle speeds and a general willingness to see measures explored to address these concerns. The consultation also highlighted a range of views on the types of intervention considered acceptable and gave clear indications of which were not.  In addition, parking along School Lane in School term time is a significant Safety concern.

The Parish Council agrees to delegate a budget of £2,000 to the working group, to cover the costs of any external assessment work or consultation that is required.

The terms of reference for this group are as follows:

1. To review the consultation responses and identify the main concerns, priorities, and preferences expressed by residents in relation to traffic speed and road safety in the village.

2. To consider a range of approaches to traffic management, with a view to identifying interventions that:

a. Consider the full range of resident views expressed during the consultation.

b. Are likely to support improved compliance with appropriate speed limits.

c. Are proportionate, broadly acceptable to the community, and sensitive to the rural character of the village.

3. Any proposed approach should:

a. Draw on measures with a reasonable track record of effectiveness in similar contexts.

b. Be affordable to the Parish Council both for implementation and ongoing maintenance.

c. Be likely to meet the requirements of LCC Highways, where applicable.

Annex 2

Terms of Reference

Hayfield Park Working Group
Membership

John Green

Pauline Bamber

Martin Stewart

A suggestion has been made that the Parish Council should take ownership of the Hayfield Park Play Area and maintain this as a community asset.  There is currently insufficient information for the council to make a decision as to whether this suggestion is viable.

The purpose of the working group is to assess the option of taking on the Hayfield Park Play Area, specifically addressing the points laid out below, so that council can decide how it wishes to proceed.

The Parish Council agrees to delegate a budget of £2,000 to the working group, to cover the costs of any external assessment work that is required.

The terms of reference for this group are as follows:

1. Determine the cost of taking ownership of the play area from the current owners RMG.  The group should consider whether another model rather than ownership is more appropriate.

2. Determine the cost if any of bringing the play equipment to an appropriate standard to be taken on by the Parish Council.

3. Determine the cost of insuring, inspecting and maintaining the play equipment.

4. Determine the cost of maintaining the surrounding parkland area.

5. Determine the level of additional effort required from the Parish Council/Clerk associated with owning and operating the play area.

6. Prepare a proposal for consideration by the Parish Council.
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